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Jardins of Ile de France and the Loire 

Hosted by Chip Callaway for the Garden Club of Virginia 
8 days visiting famous castles, city gardens and romantic smaller gardens and chateaux of Ile de 

France and the Loire 
June 12 – 20, 2019 

$ 6950.00 per person double occupancy, land only 
$ 2250 Single Supplement, land only 

Countess Marnie deVanssay – Tour Director 

Wednesday June 12th: Arrival, and Versailles, D 
Upon arrival at Charles de Gaulle Airport you will be met and transferred 1h10 minutes to 
Versailles and check in at the 4 star Le Versailles Hotel opposite the Royal palace. It will likely 
be too early for room access, so we will visit The Private Apartment of the Kings in the Royal 
Palace(not accessible to tourist) with Marnie de Vanssay, our tour escort at noon for an hour 
or so. (For immediate room access request an extra night which is not included in the costs 
listed.) https://hotel-le-versailles.fr/en/hotel.html 

In the late afternoon, we will enjoy cocktails together, and have remarks and welcome from 
Chip Callaway, followed by dinner at “Le Bistro du 11” near the hotel.  
Overnight at Le Versailles 

https://hotel-le-versailles.fr/en/hotel.html


Thursday June 13th: Royal and Noble Potagers, B/L 
After breakfast, we will depart for Monet’s gardens at Giverny. Following our garden visit we 
will enjoy lunch on site at Giverny in the “Les Nympheas” coffee shop where lunch choices 
were Monet’s favorite dishes. Following lunch, we will return to Versailles. 

Upon our return to Versailles, we visit Le Potager du Roi. And for those who didn’t see the 
private apartments of the Kings at Versailles, on Monday we will visit them. 

Dinner will be “on your own” at any number of the little local bistros within walking distance 
of the hotel. (Transport into Paris for dining can be arranged.) 
Night at Le Versailles. 

Friday June 14th: Country gardens, B/D 
We will depart for a private visit to the medieval Jardin du Bois Richeux, with the owner and 
creator, who will tour us through the fascinating medicinal and culinary herb garden dating back 
to the 12th century.  

Our next stop is the Royal Military College of Thiron Gardais and the neighboring Romanesque 
Abbaye, totally renovated by head of Heritage Ministery, Stéphane Bern. Then we will visit the 
gardens, designed by the present leading designer of France, Louis Benech.  

Following lunch, we will visit the romantic, prize winning shade garden, Le Petit Bordeaux. 
Check-in to our hotel, Le Choiseul in Amboise. Dinner at our hotel. 
http://www.grandesetapes.com/chateau-hotel-choiseul-amboise 

Saturday June 15th: Gardens of the XVIth and XXIst century. B/L 
After breakfast at the hotel, we will visit the International Garden Festival at Chaumont. Lunch 
is included at the show site. This is one of Chip’s favorites and he will prep us on all to see!! 

This afternoon we visit the spectacular Chenonceau Castle, spanning the River Cher, and the 
home of both Diane de Poitier and Catherine de’ Medici. Head Horticulturalist Nick Tomlan 
will greet us and take us to see the intricate Renaissance gardens and the newly opened one, 
designed by Russell Page for the family of the current owners.   

Dinner on your own in Amboise. 
Night at Le Choiseul. 

http://www.grandesetapes.com/chateau-hotel-choiseul-amboise


Sunday June 16th: Chateaux & Gardens of the little Loir Valley, B/L 
This morning we will visit the Rose Garden of Château du Lude followed by an Elegant Picnic 
Lunch at Chateau du Lude, hosted by Countess de Nicolaÿ. 

In the afternoon we will visit the incomparable potager and pleasure gardens of the Chateau 
de Villandry with owner Henri Carvallo. The garden also features the “Sun Garden” designed 
by famous French garden designer, Louis Benech. www.louisbenech.com 

Dinner at your hotel, Le Choiseul, on your own. 

Monday June 17th: Aristocratic Potager and flower garden on the way to 
Paris B/L 
Leaving the countryside, we depart for Paris. On the way we will stop at Gardens of Sasnieres 
and be greeted by the esteemed designer Rosamee Henrion, sister of the former French 
President, Giscard d’Estang. After our visit to the gardens we will have a picnic lunch in her 
l’orangerie. 

This afternoon we will visit St Jean de Beauregard potager and garden with Viscountess de 
Curel.  

In the late afternoon we will arrive in The City of Light - Paris and check in to Paris 5-star 
Hotel Castille, near Place Vendôme, great dining, great shopping, and great museums! 

Dinner is “on your own” and overnight at Hotel Castille 
https://www.starhotelscollezione.com/en/our-hotels/castille-paris 

http://www.louisbenech.com/
https://www.starhotelscollezione.com/en/our-hotels/castille-paris


                                              
    
Tuesday June 18th – Formal Palace Gardens and Rose Gardens B/L 
This morning we will drive South to the famous XVIIth century Vaux le Vicomte Palace. We 
will have a private guided tour of Vaux which is the model for Versailles, (and stage set of the 
James Bond film Moonraker among others) with art historian Wafaa Lenkey. Then we will 
admire the Le Notre gardens with Chip followed by a Light Lunch at Rose Garden L’Hay les 
Roses.  
 
This afternoon is free for museum visits, or shopping, and dinner is “on your own”. 
 
Overnighting at Hotel Castille. 
 

 

             
 
Wednesday June 19th: Gardens of the XIXth century West of Paris, 
B/L/D 
This morning we will visit the recently restored rose gardens of Empress Josephine at 
Malmaison, where she lived with the Emperor Napoléon. We will also have a guided private 
tour of the Imperial apartments followed by champagne cocktails and light buffet lunch. 
  
Afternoon is free for more visits of interest in Paris. 
 
Our final dinner is very very special  with Louis Benech, France’s most revered living 
landscape designer. We will dine at “L’Assagio” in the garden designed by him! Louis Benech 
lives and works in Paris. The attached article from the New York Times details some of his 
most important works. We are quite honored to have him dine with us. 
www.nytimes.com/2016/10/12/t-magazine/design/louis-benech-french-gardens.html. (Dinner 
location pending confirmation closer to scheduled date.) 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/10/12/t-magazine/design/louis-benech-french-gardens.html


Thursday June 20th: Departure
Anticipating early departures from Charles de Gaulle, there will be one transfer to the airport 
at approximately 730AM. 

  IMPORTANT INFORMATION_____________________ 

Valid US Passport required for this trip 

Limited to 18 participants 

Couples and Singles are invited  

October 15, 2018 deadline for registration 

Deposit required with registration of $1800 

Final payment March 10, 2019 

Travel Insurance information provided on registration form 

Air travel information provided 

Good mobility is very helpful when visiting gardens… 

FOR REGISTRATION AND INFORMATION CONTACT: 
WEEZIE GLASCOCK 

WEEZIEGLASCOCK@GMAIL.COM 

justladiestraveling@gmail.com 

     TEL or TEXT: 336-275-1010 

mailto:WEEZIEGLASCOCK@GMAIL.COM
mailto:justladiestraveling@gmail.com


COST INCLUDES: 
*Airport transfer on 12 and 20 of June only. If you choose to arrive earlier than 
the 12 or stay later, transfers are not included 
*Hotel accommodations for 8 nights 
*Breakfast Daily 
*Taxes and Service Fees  
*3 Dinners 
*6 Lunches 
*Cocktail reception on 12 June 
*Wine with dinner on 19 June 
* All transportation for daily visits and tours 
* Guide and Entrance fees at gardens  
* Porterage 

Not Included: 
*Alcoholic Beverages if not listed 
*Gratuities for coach driver 
*Airfare 
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