
Bessie Bocock Carter Conservation Award Finalists 2020 Announced 
 
The finalists for the 2020 Bessie Bocock Carter Conservation Award have been selected 
and sent to our clubs. Club ballots are due to the Garden Club of Virginia by April 30, 
and the winner will be announced at the annual meeting in May. The finalists are: 
 
The Little Garden Club of Winchester proposes the Weir Garden at the Museum of the 
Shenandoah Valley. Stone weirs – low, dam-like structures – will regulate water flow 
during periods of extreme precipitation and will provide educational opportunities on the 
importance of storm water management. Among the many visitors to the museum are 
thousands of school children who enjoy the site annually free of charge. When cleared of 
invasive plants, a garden of wildflowers and a grassy meadow will be established among 
the weirs, serving not just as a storm water management and teaching tool but also as a 
naturally managed wildlife habitat, inspiring future generations to conserve our 
waterways. Along with this project, the Little Garden Club has sponsored the museum’s 
entranceway wildflower meadow and will continue to serve as an ambassador for 
conservation awareness in the Winchester community. The Weir Garden is a significant 
component of a trail system on the museum’s grounds, which will become Virginia’s 
largest public art park when it opens in 2020. Collaborations at the community and state 
level will encourage exploration of the relationship between art, nature, conservation and 
the environment. 
 
The Lynchburg Garden Club and Hillside Garden Club will partner with the City of 
Lynchburg and Crowther Landscape Architecture in phase two of a Roadside 
Biodiversity Initiative launched in 2019, when we successfully established three acres of 
wildflower pollinator beds on local highways. In 2020-2021, we will install several large 
native plant demonstration beds, with signage, along a heavily traveled Lynchburg 
highway. The beds will feature pollinator-friendly native trees, shrubs and perennials and 
will provide continuous bloom throughout the growing season. During the winter, the 
faded plant material will be left intact to provide food and habitat for insects and wildlife. 
Because the passersby may not appreciate a highly visible public garden that looks 
neglected, we will launch an educational campaign about this process through local 
media. The demonstration beds will serve as a model for promoting biodiversity. By 
boldly demonstrating this naturalistic approach to landscaping in a highly visible 
location, we will educate the public about the importance of native plants and continuous 
habitat and provide a model that can be used statewide on highways and in residential 
gardens. The project will serve as a conservation ideal that supports the local ecosystem.  
 


