
Using the charming garden of Harlem Renaissance 

poet Anne Spencer in Lynchburg, Virginia, as a case 

study, Jane Baber White has documented the steps 

taken by her garden club over a 28 year period to restore and 

maintain this historic National Register property.  The beautiful 

results have received international recognition.  Intermingled 

with the physical process is the fascinating story of new 

and meaningful  personal relationships crossing traditional 

boundaries through the language of poetry and of the earth.

The ladies of Hillside Garden Club, a member club of the 

Garden Club of Virginia, have provided an example of lessons 

learned which can serve as inspiration and instruction to 

others who face similar challenges, wherever they may be.
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