
Special Activities:

•	 Northern Shenandoah Master Gardeners will 	
	 discuss native plants and alternatives to grass 	
	 lawns at 10:30 a.m. in the gardens at Riverside.
•	 Northern Shenandoah Master Gardeners will 	
	 discuss how to grow a pollinator and monarch 	
	 garden at 1:30 p.m. in the gardens at Riverside.
•	 Floral arranging demonstrations at 11:30 a.m. and 	
	 2 p.m. on the patio at Druid Hill.
•	 An arborist from Bartlett Tree Experts will provide 	
	 saplings in the gardens of Riverside.
•	 Rich Sankovich, educator, author, gardener, 	
	 exhibiting Raised Bed Gardening topics at the lawn 	
	 at Druid Hill.
•	 Handmade flower caddies and garden related items 	
	 available at Riverside
•	 A youth, string quartet from Karena Tapsak’s 	
	 Mountain View Music School will be providing 	
	 music

RIVERSIDE
1315 Old Winchester Pike

Riverside is located in the Riverton Historic District 
between the north and south forks of the Shenandoah 
River on part of what once was a 3,600-acre land grant 
to William Russell by the Governor and Council of 
Virginia in 1735. In 1826, 220 acres of that land were 
inherited by Samuel M. Spengler, and construction of 
the residence, which took approximately ten years, 
began around 1835. The house was architecturally 
transitional in character between the Greek Revival and 
Italianate styles. In 1849, the house was purchased by 
Major James R. Richards, although it was rumored that 
he may have won it in a hand of poker. The 2.5-acre 

DRUID HILL 
1 Druid Hill Drive

This home was built in 1872 by Samuel E. and Roberta 
Gardner Macatee on land originally belonging to Col. 
Thomas Allen, a soldier in the Revolutionary War and 
Mrs. Macatee’s great-grandfather. The two-story house 
is built of American bond brick in the shape of a cross. 
The doors and stairway are polished Leary wood. The 
two-story, tetrastyle, Ionic portico was added in 1910. 
The present owner purchased the property in 1982 and 
has focused on preserving its architectural heritage. In 
the 1980s, the interior of Druid Hill was restored, and a 
six-person spa was added to the updated greenhouse. 
The sunroom was constructed in 1986, and the kitchen 

Places of Interest:
Warren Heritage Society Village
101 Chester Street, Front Royal. 
Explore history at the Warren Heritage Society, where 
each corner reveals stories of the past. Take a tour to 
traverse through time, visiting iconic landmarks like the 
Ivy Lodge and the Bell Boyd Cottage.    The Garden Club 
of Warren County held their first official meeting was at 
Ivy Lodge in 1929 when it was the home of Mrs. H. F. 
Cary. https://warrenheritagesociety.org/

Shenandoah National Park Skyline Drive   
21073 Skyline Drive, Front Royal
The entrance to the Skyline Drive is about 7 minutes from 
downtown off of Route 340 (also called Stonewall Jackson 
Highway). The Dickey Ridge Visitor Center (mile 4.6) is 
located near Front Royal, Virginia, in the northern part of 
the Park. It’s the ideal place for visitors entering through 
the Front Royal Entrance Station to find restrooms, 
information, a bookstore, publications, and maps

Skyline Caverns
10334 Stonewall Jackson Hwy.  
Located one mile south of Front Royal, the caverns 
are a series of geological caves discovered in 1937. 
They are estimated to be 50 to 60 million years old. 
skylinecaverns.com 

Shenandoah River State Park is about 18 minutes 
from downtown and is located along the Shenandoah 
River, near the town of Bentonville, 350 Daughter of 
Stars Dr., Bentonville. The park is 1,604 acres with 
5.6 miles of river frontage along the south fork of the 
Shenandoah River. The park has 24 miles of trails which 
are great for biking and hiking. It also offers an overlook 
with views of Massanutten Mountain and Shenandoah 
National Park in the distance. A large riverside picnic 
area, picnic shelters, trails, river access and a car-top 
boat launch make this a popular destination for families, 
anglers and canoeists. The park was the recipient of 
two of the GCV Virginia State Park Grants. The Garden 

Club of Warren County nominated The Park and they 
received $5,000 for a Pollinator Meadow and Bee 
Habitat in 2017, and then in 2019, a $8,500 grant 
for Visitors Center Landscaping Restoration—all from 
HGW tour proceeds. 

Virginia Beer Museum
16 Chester Street, Front Royal  
The story of brewing beer told through artifacts, 
displays, and tasting. Explore Virginia’s history of 
beer, from the beginning of the Virginia Colony in 
1607, through our Founding Fathers’ recipes. 

The Inn at Little Washington
Middle and Main Streets, Washington 
Located 30 minutes south of Front Royal, the Inn 
is a world-renowned restaurant showcasing Patrick 
O’Connell’s culinary achievements and picturesque 
gardens nestled in the Virginia countryside.

property remains in the family today. During the Civil 
War, the family witnessed troop movements and battles. 
Riverside provided a hospital, hide-out, and meals for 
soldiers. Renovations in the early 1900s enlarged the 
home and added a Colonial Revival-inspired roof line 
and dormers. One-story additions were added on the side 
wings in 1921, including a kitchen and a south porch. 
The interior retains most of its original Greek Revival-
inspired woodwork, and recent renovations continue to 
preserve and complement the home’s historical integrity.  

Ashby P. O’Malley, owner
 

was renovated in 2002. Geothermal heating and air 
conditioning were introduced to maintain its historical 
integrity. In 2008, while the grounds were dug up, the 
patios, gardens, and pool area were updated, and a 
gazebo was built. A water-heating system was also 
incorporated to heat the pool using the heat from the 
house’s attic. The brick and stone patio includes granite 
from the original patio as wall-toppers.  

 J Braidwood Costello, owner
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Hosted by the Garden Club of 
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Tour Co-Chairmen: Ashby O’Malley and Bonnie Baker
Email: warrencounty@vagardenweek.org
Instagram: @historicgardenweekwarrencounty
Facebook: Historic Garden Week Warren County

TOUR HEADQUARTERS
Riverside,  1315 Old Winchester Pike, Front Royal

Properties may be visited in any order

HOURS
10 a.m. — 4 p.m. 

TICKETS
$35 pp sold in advance at VAGardenWeek.org
$45 pp day of tour at Tour Headquarters and 
online at VAGardenWeek.org
Ticket includes admission to 3 properties  

PARKING
•	 Parking for Riverside and Tour Headquarters is 		
	 located at the Riverton Church, 55 E. Strasburg Rd., 	
	 in the Riverton Historic District. 
• 	Parking for Druid Hill is on-site
• 	Street parking is available for the Piazza House 

FACILITIES
Front Royal/Warren County Visitors Center, 
414 E. Main Street, near the gazebo 

REFRESHMENTS
Complimentary lemonade and cookies served from 
1 to 3 p.m. at the Piazza House, 61 Milldale Valley Ct.

LUNCH
Information on local restaurants will be available at the 
ticket table of each home.

PHOTOGRAPHY POLICY
Photography of any kind, including via mobile phones, 
is prohibited inside all tour properties.  We respectfully 
request that phones be kept out of sight in pockets or 
purses.  Thank You

Photos will be shared on social media at the conclusion 
of Historic Garden Week 2025. 

Facebook: @historicgardenweek 

Instagram: Historic Garden Week in Virginia

The Garden Club of
Warren County

Front Royal, Virginia

HGW is sponsored by the
Garden Club of Virginia

and hosted by
The Garden Club of Warren County

Held in Washington, VA and
Rappahannock County

Saturday, April 29, 2017
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

www.vagardenweek.org

Ticket Chairman: Cathy Bower, 540.636.3448. Tickets: $40 pp on tour 
day. $15 per individual house pp at location.  Advance Tickets: $35 pp, 
www.vagardenweek.org.   

Tour headquarters: and Facilities:   Trinity Episcopal Church, 379 Gay 
Street, Washington. Tickets, maps, and restrooms are available here on tour 
day. Complimentary light refreshments provided by the ladies of Trinity 
Church will be served at Trinity Episcopal Church Parish Hall from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

Lunch:  Served from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in The Inn at Little 

Washington’s Allée, located behind the Washington U.S. Post Office.  Special 
features include The Inn at Little Washington’s barbecue; food trucks: The 
Rambler from Hidden Julles Café, offering organic sandwiches and wraps; 
SoBo Mobile, which provides a combination of local farming with Central 
American cuisine; and The Frenchman, French food with a Virginia accent.  
Seated dining options in Washington are Tula’s Off Main and The Country 
Café.  A picnic area will be provided on the lawn of Avon Hall overlooking 
the pond encircled by native plants near the entrance of Town, 2 Avon 
Lane—bring a picnic blanket!  There will also be tables available at Trinity 

Church at lunchtime.

Wine Tasting at Tula’s Off Main from 3:30-5:30 p.m. followed by local 
“Plein-Air” Artists’ Silent Auction at 5:30 p.m.  

Directions to the Tour Area:   
From Washington, D.C., take I-66 West, merge onto Lee Hwy./US-29 S via 
Exit 43A toward Gainesville/Warrenton. Take US Bus/US-211 W ramp 
towards US-29 Bus/Warrenton/Luray.  Merge onto Lee Hwy. becomes 
Broadview Ave/US-17 S/US-21 W. Turn right onto Frost Ave/US-211 
W. Continue to follow US-211 W. Turn right onto Warren Ave. Tour 
headquarters, Trinity Church is on the left across from the Inn at Little 
Washington.  

To proceed from Trinity to The Meadows, go south on Gay Street for 
two blocks, turn right on Porter which leads directly into “The Meadows” 
driveway at sign. 

From The Meadows to Jessamine Hill start going east on Porter toward 
Main St. Porter St. quickly becomes Mount Salem Ave. In 0.35 miles 
Mount Salem becomes Tiger Valley Rd./626. Then 2.21 miles turn right 
onto Jessamine Ln. Jessamine Hill is on the left.  From The Meadows to 
Greenfield, travel east on Porter toward Main St. In a little less than a mile, 
turn right onto Lee Hwy./ US-522/S/US-211-W, then proceed almost a mile. 
Make a U-turn at School House Rd. onto Lee Hwy. Then go 0.64 miles. Take 
first right onto September Song Ln. Greenfield is on the right.  

Shuttle to The Lodge at Rush River Springs encouraged!  To proceed from 
Trinity to Shuttle to The Lodge at Rush River Springs, turn onto Main St. 
The Inn is on the corner. Follow Main St. Turn left onto Harris Hollow Rd. in 
0.09 mi. Then .2 miles and turn left into the shuttle parking area.  

To proceed from Trinity to The Lodge at Rush River Springs, turn onto 
Main St., The Inn is on the corner. Follow Main St. Turn left onto Harris 
Hollow Rd. in 0.09 mi. Then 1.78 miles and turn right onto Rush River 
Ln. Take the first left then proceed 0.73 miles to The Lodge at Rush River 

Springs. 

From Trinity Church to Avon Hall, turn right onto Warren Avenue/US-211 
Bus. E. In 0.13 miles, turn right onto Avon Lane.  Avon Hall is straight 
ahead. 

Ticket includes admission to the following 6 properties, as well as all of the 
special activities and access to the gardens at The Inn at Little Washington.

Hosted by the Garden Club of Warren County 
Chairmen: Beth DeBergh, 540.229-8375, Martha Davis, 540.305.6426, 

Dannett Lightcap, 540.379.1514 
warrencounty@vagardenweek.org

TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH
379 Gay Street

An example of a Country or Carpenter Gothic-style church, this c.1857 
structure originally had a board and batten exterior, which was covered 
in pebble-dash stucco in 1924. James Leake Powers, the master craftsman 
hired to build the church, had worked with Thomas Jefferson in building 
the University of Virginia. The bell tower and vestibule were added in 
1905, while the beautiful stained glass windows depicting the life of 
Christ were added and dedicated in 1937. The windows over the altar 
were moved to Trinity from Emmanuel Episcopal Church in Sperryville 
in 1982 when that church was sold. A small memorial garden designed 
by Georgetown landscape architect Florence Everts under the leadership 
of the Garden Guild was first developed in 1990, in the garth between 
the church building and parish hall. In 1999, the Trinity Church Garden 
Guild began transforming the side of the church facing Middle Street into a 
beautiful new landscaped garden complete with walking paths and benches.   
The church’s parking lot and fountain gardens were designed and are 
maintained by The Inn.     

AVON HALL
22 Avon Lane

An historic manor home and a landmark in Washington, Avon Hall is 
currently at the beginning of a major restoration. Visitors will have the 
unique opportunity to see this property as its repair begins. This evolved 
Colonial Revival-style manor home constructed between 1796 and 1803, 
originally stood on Gay Street, where it thrived for many years as Thorn’s 
Tavern before being relocated to its current plantation setting near the 
entrance of Town.  A new foundation, chimneys, and a brick wing to 
accommodate modern plumbing were added in 1931; the main house was 
named Avon Hall. Outbuildings include a late-19th-century cottage, meat 
house, second tenant house, two sheds, and a long-neglected barn.  When 
it was the in-town estate of the civic-minded William Carrigan, Avon Hall 
attracted crowds every July Fourth for picnics and fireworks around its 
iconic pond. The town purchased the nine-acre parcel from the estate of 
the deceased Carrigan in 2003. A new water treatment plant was placed 
on a small section of the land, but the Town was unable to execute a plan 
to utilize the Carrigan family estate. Recently, the Mayor and the Town 
Council decided to sell the home. Now Avon Hall has new owners who 
intend to fix it up in a historically sensitive manner that is not new to them 
— and to live there once this extensive renovation is completed. 

Bill Fischer and Drew Mitchell, owners.

THE INN AT LITTLE WASHINGTON’S GARDENS
The Inn at Little Washington, the legendary Michelin 2-Star restaurant 
and hotel, is located at the center of town.  The Inn’s vegetable garden is 
located behind the Tavern Shops, directly across the street from the main 
Inn building.  The area also features a walking trail, cherry orchard and 
sheep meadow. The Inn’s Low Garden, the flower garden located on Gay 
Street behind the hotel, will also be open for self-guided tours.
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THE PIAZZA HOUSE
61 Milldale Valley Court

This home was built in 2000 by the owner after he 
retired from the United States Air Force. The home 
is filled with vintage and antique furnishings from 
England, France, Scotland, Belgium, Germany, and 
the Isle of Wight, along with antiques and collectibles 
from many different areas of the Shenandoah Valley. 
The homeowner worked with the team from The Fox 
and Pheasant Designs of Boyce, Va. to design many 
of the rooms in the home.  The design is meaningful 
and memorable, from the tartan carpets to the leather 
couches and endless aviation memorabilia and historical 
artifacts. The home theater, bar, and office area are 
designed to resemble the Officers’ Club at Royal Air 
Force Upper Heyford, England, an existing old English 
Country House on a Royal Air Force Base where the 

owner spent many happy times with fellow NATO 
pilots during the height of the Cold War.  The home 
also features two gardens: a raised bed vegetable, herb, 
and fruit garden with brick walkways, an underground 
irrigation system, and a koi garden designed and built 
by the owner’s wife. This garden features two koi ponds 
built with stones and waterfalls, the British Four Seasons 
Statues, brick walkways, a brick patio, vintage Hyde 
Park benches, bird baths, approximately 50 colorful bird 
houses, fountains, an espaliered pear tree, and hundreds 
of different types of plants. Centered in the garden is 
a large statue of an angel planting flowers, placed as a 
tribute to the owner’s wife, a lifelong horticulturist. In 
preparation for Historic Garden Week, the homeowner 
had 800 tulips planted around the grounds.  

John B. Piazza, owner

Mr. Bret W. Hrbek
Edward Jones Financial Advisor

540-635-8229 • www.edwardjones.com/bret-hrbek

Beth Medved Waller, Realtor 
Keller Williams Realty, 201 S. Royal Ave.
Front Royal, Va.  22630 • 540-671-6145

Beth@whatmattersw2.com • Licensed in VA & MD

Thank you to the students of the Karena Tapsak’s Mountain View Music School


