
 
Garden Club of Virginia Historic Landscape Research Fellowship Program Facts  

Program: Since 1996, the Garden Club of Virginia has supported 35 Fellows through the GCV 
Historic Landscape Research Fellowship Program.  

Overview:  
In a continuing effort to document historic gardens in the Commonwealth of Virginia, the Garden 
Club of Virginia offers research Fellowships in areas relating to Landscape Architecture and 
Historic Preservation for graduate students currently working towards an MLA or equivalent 
degree. The Fellowships promote the research and documentation of historic Virginia gardens. 
Each completed comprehensive paper is published upon conclusion of the fellowship. Printed 
copies of the reports are held at the Library of the Kent-Valentine House, the Virginia Museum of 
History & Culture and the Cherokee Garden Research Library. To date, 35 published reports and 
site plans may be viewed on the GCV website.  

Scope of Work: Under the guidance of professional landscape architects, students will: 

●​ travel to historic Virginia sites and gain valuable fieldwork experience.  
●​ create a comprehensive site record through compilation of research documentation, 

drawings and historical archives.  
●​ publish a comprehensive paper upon conclusion of the fellowship.  
●​ have their work represented in the Garden Club of Virginia’s growing record of historic 

gardens, available on the Garden Club of Virginia’s website.  

Funding: Fellows receive a stipend for their work as well as compensation for project-related 
lodging and travel expenses.  

Site Selection: Sites are selected and reviewed carefully by the GCV Fellowship Committee, 
the GCV Restoration Committee and approved by the GCV’s Board of Directors.  

The GCV Historic Landscape Research Fellowship is funded by net proceeds from GCV’s 
Historic Garden Week in Virginia tours. The program supports the Garden Club of Virginia’s 
mission to conserve the gifts of nature…restore and preserve historic landscapes…cultivate the 
love and knowledge of gardening…lead future generations to build on this heritage. For a 
complete list of the GCV Fellows and their work, please visit gcvirgina.org 



Historic Landscape Research Fellowship Committee: ​
​
 
Sue Thompson, Chairman​
The Tuckahoe Garden Club of 
Westhampton ​
Richmond, VA 

Jennifer Kelley​
President, Garden Club of Virginia​
Garden Club of Alexandria​
Alexandria, VA​
Garden Club of Norfolk​
Norfolk, VA ​
​
Debbie Lewis ​
Chairman, Garden Club of Virginia 
Restoration Committee​
Former Garden Club of Virginia President ​
The Garden Study Club​
Martinsville, VA​
​
Anne Baldwin ​
The Garden Club of Alexandria ​
Alexandria, VA  

Catherine Bolton​
Albemarle Garden Club​
Charlottesville, VA​
Garden Club of Alexandria​
Alexandria, VA​
​
Jody Branch ​
The Boxwood Garden Club ​
Richmond, VA ​
​
Andrea Butler​
Executive Director​
Garden Club of Virginia​
Richmond, VA​
 
Staci Catron ​
Director, Cherokee Garden Library 
Atlanta History Center ​
Atlanta, GA​

Peggy Cornett ​
Curator of Plants, Monticello ​
Rivanna Garden Club ​
Charlottesville, VA  
​
Jack Gary  
Executive Director of 
Archaeology, Colonial 
Williamsburg Foundation 
Williamsburg, VA  

Ann Heller  
Communications Coordinator  
Garden Club of Virginia ​
Richmond, VA 

Jen Jessup  
Associate Principal  
Nelson Byrd Woltz Landscape Architects  
Charlottesville, VA  
 
Christian Kochuba 
Senior Designer​
Nelson Byrd Woltz Landscape Architects  
Charlottesville, VA 
 
Elizabeth Lipford​
Architectural Historian & Easement 
Stewardship Specialist​
Virginia Department of Historic 
Resources ​
Richmond, VA 

Calder Loth  
Senior Architectural Historian  
Virginia Department of Historic Resources  
Richmond, VA  



Nicholas M. Luccketti  
Principal Investigator & Archeologist James 
River Institute for Archaeology Inc.  
Williamsburg, VA  

Judy Perry  
The Elizabeth River Garden Club  
Portsmouth, VA 

 

Nathan Roth  
Landscape Cultural Historian, Planner, 
Senior Designer  
Nelson Byrd Woltz Landscape Architects ​
Charlottesville, VA  

 


